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For the Guide: to Christian 


PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. 
No. XX. 
ON GROWTH IN HOLINESS. 


‘Ie a person is holy, how can he be more holy? If he is perfectly holy, 
how can he increase in holiness? These are questicns which are frequently 
asked, and which it is desirable satisfactorily to answer. | 

That a thing may be perfect in its nature, and yet be susceptible of growth 
or advancement:in degree is, 1 suppose, a matter of common observation. 
An oak, when it first rises above the surface of the ground, is so small and 


weak, that it may be easily trodden under foot; and yet it is as really and 
truly an oak, as when it subsequently stands forth in the strength and stature 


of an hundred years. A human being is in his nature as much a human 


“ak, 


_ being in the period of infancy, as in the subsequent expansion and growth 


of manhood. And so consider a man in relation to any intellectual power 
of the mind, or in relation to any appetite or affection of the mind, and the 
same view may very properly be taken. A personis a reasoner, for instance ; 

he understands perfectly the principles and process of reasoning, and he > 


may be able to apply the principles and process perfectly in a given case; 


and yet under the favorable influence of the law of habit, he may much. 
increase the promptness and facility, and consequent perfection, in the ope-— 
rations of this mental faculty. Again, an intemperate man may become 
perfectly temperate, and yet we all know the general fact, that one who is 
thus entirely reformed from intemperance, is more likely to be overcome by 
temptation in the earlier periods of his reformation, than when subsequently 
the temperate principle has acquired growth and strength. 

And we may not only say in general terms, that there may. be a growth in 
perfection, but may assert further, that the thing which is most perfect, 
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if it be susceptible of growth at all, will have the most sure and rapid 
growth. Which grows most and in the best manner, the flower which is 
whole and perfect in its incipient state, or that which has a canker in it, or 
is otherwise injured and defective in some of its parts? Which will grow 
the most rapidly and symmetrically, the child which is perfect: in its infan- 
cy, or one which is afflicted with some mal-formation? Illustrations and 
facts of this kind seem to make it clear that the spiritually renovated state 
of mind, which is variously called holiness, perfect love and sanctification, — 
may be susceptible of growth or increase. It is not only evident that there — 
is no natural or physical impossibility in it, but, as has been intimated, we 

a may go farther, and lay it down as a general truth, that perfection in the 
nature of a thing is requisite to perfection in degree. And accordingly, 
although it is possible for a person who is partially holy to grow in holiness, 
a person who is entirely holy, although he may be assailed by unfavorable 
influences outwardly, will grow much more. The obstacles to growth in 
holiness will not only be much less in the latter case than in the former, 
but that inward vitality which is necessary to the greatest expansion and — 


progress, will possess a positive and effective power unknown under other 
circumstances. 


few, 


IJ. These views not only commend theinselves to common observation and 
the lights of human reason, but we remark, in the second place, that they 
are also fully in accordance with what we are taught in the Scriptures. 
We learn in relation to John the Baptist, that he was filled with the Holy 
Ghost from his birth, and that consequently he was sanctified from that early 
period. But when we contemplate him in after life, in the temptations and 
labors he underwent, in his faithful preaching, in his stern rebukes of wick- 
edness in high places as well as low, in his imprisonment, and in the general — 
growth and expansion of his matured and consecrated powers, can there 
possibly be any difficulty in ascribing to him.a growth in holiness? Does 
not the opposite idea, viz., that in the degree of holiness he was not more 
advanced than at the period of his birth, carry an absurdity upon the very 
face of it? And we may remark further, that it is expressly said of him, 
“And the child grew, and waxed srrone IN spirit.”. The Savior also was 
holy from the very beginning of his existence. There was no one power, 
either of body or mind, that was not fully sanctified. But it was said of him, 
in terms similar to those applied to John the Baptist, Luke ii. 40: “ And the 
child grew, aud WAXED STRONG IN SPIRIT, filled with wisdom, and the grace | 
of God was upon him.” And again it is said of him, in the same chapter, | 
* And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” 
What is the meaning of this increase of strength in spirit? And how could 
he increase in the favor of his heavenly Father, if; with the increase of his 
expanding powers, there was not also a corresponding growth in holy love ? 
The Scriptures every where speak of growth. They do not recognize the 
idea of | standing sull; and all those passages which require growth in grace 
and religious knowledge, are as applicable after the experience of sanctifi- 
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cation as before. “Let us, therefore, as many as be PERFECT, be thus | 


minded.” Philip. iii. 15. Be thus minded, in what respect? ‘The answer is 


found in the preceding verse, viz., to “press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” “Be ye therefore perfect,” says 


the Savior, “as your Father in heaven is perfect.” This remarkable and 


-- most impressive command evidently implies two things. The first is, that 


we should be perfect in our sphere; that is to say, in our perceptions, our 


feelings, our purposes, and to the full extent of all our powers. And the | 


second is, that we should continually expand, in accordance with that law of 


increase which is a part of the nature of every rational being, our capacity 


or sphere of knowledge, whatever it may be. And in doing thus, we fulfil 
the command absolutely, so far as the nature of our mental exercises is con- 
cerned ; and fulfil it by approximation, or continual expansion and growth, 
so fur as relates to their degree. It is thus with the angels in heaven. They 
are holy; but are always growing in holiness. In the nature of their exer- 


cises they are like their heavenly Father, and perfect as he is perfect; but 


in relation to the degree of their exercises, they can be said to be perfect 
only in availing themselves of every pessible means of approximation and 
growth. Growth, therefore, continual advancement, is the unalterable law of 
all created, holy beings. And hence it is further said in the Scriptures, in 
expressions that are full of weighty import, “For whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given, and he shall have more abundance; but whosoever hath not, 


from him shall be taken away even that he hath.” Matt. xiii. 12. 


III. Some persons may admit the fact of growth in holiness after the 
experience of full sanctification, and still be in some degree of perplexity 
as to the manner of it. We proceed, therefore, in the third place, without 
promising to remove this perplexity altogether, to enter into some explana- 
tions upon this topic. Evangelical holiness, it will be recollected, is nothing 
more nor less than perfect love.. Love is based, in part, upon knowledge, 


and is necessarily based upon it. It is entirely evident, that we can never 
love an object of which we have no knowledge; and it is equally so, that, in 


proportion as our knowledge extends, we have a wider intellectual basis for 
the action of this principle. And accordingly every new manifestation of 


God’s character, every new exhibition of his attributes, every additional 
development of his providences, will furnish new occasions for accessions of 
love. It is the privilege, therefore, of a person perfected in love, and conse- 


quently a holy person, to increase in holiness in exact proportion with his 


Again, it is well known that there is a great law of our mental nature, © 
termed the law of 


The law is, that increased facility and strength 
of mental action, results from repetition or practice. There does not appear 
to be a power of the mind, either intellectual or sensitive, which may not 
feel the influence of this law. And according to this law, every emotion of 
love, when the emotions are continuously successive, will give place to 
another, which is increased in strength, And hence a holy being, (not one 
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who is holy to-day and sinning to-morrow, and so on alternately,) but a holy 
being, who continues to be so, will necessarily. go on from one degree of 
strength to another. 

And there is another important cotisideration. There : are grounds for the © 
remark, that we may indirectly increase the strength of holy emotions, by = 
a removal of the various obstacles which oppose and obstruct their exer- 
cise. The speed of a vessel or of a railroad car depends not only upon the 
amount of the propelling power, whatever that power may be, but also, in 4 
part, upon the number and greatness of the obstacles to be overcome. If | 
the obstacles are many and great, the speed will be less. Now the sancti- 
fied person is continually acquiring knowledge, not only in relation to the 
great and adorable object of his perfected love, but also in relation to his — 
own physical and intellectual infirmities, the nature of temptations, and the 
subtle arts of the adversary of souls, In these infirmities, temptations, and 
evil arts, he finds very serious obstacles to his progress in holiness. But 
every day’s experience, under the instructions and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, teaches their nature and diminishes their power. He learns where 
his weakness is, and understands better than he did at first how to counter- 
act it. He knows the artifices of the adversary, the insidious manner of his 
 _ approaches, and the way in which he can be resisted and defeated. And 
the result.of this knowledge is, that many sericus obstacles which existed 
before and which perplexed his progress, are removed. His increased 
knowledge of the character of God, the influence of the law of habit, the 
imparted influences of the Holy Spirit, have their natural and unobstructed 
effect, and accelerate, as they would not under other cir cumstances, the 
ascendant flight of the soul. : | 

These considerations evidently show that the idea of growth i in holiness, 
when the heart is already sanctified to God, is not an unreasonable one. 
On the contrary, it would seem on any principles of reason applicable to 
the case, that the growth of a sanctified soul in holiness would be much 
more rapid than that of a soul but partially sanctified. The testimony of 

those who have arrived at the state of assurance of faith and perfected love, 
confirms these views. Their testimony is, that, after having reached this 
State, their growth in grace is much more rapid and sure than it was before. 
They are conscious of increased power against temptation, and of an increase 
of union with the divine will, to an extent unknown in their previous experi- 
ence. What growth, then, must there be in angel minds, which are neither 
obstructed by inward nor by outward evils in their progress | What expan- 
sion with each revolving day! What increased intensity of desire | What 
higher and more triumphant energies of love! : 

In conclusion, we exhort those who are sanctified to the Lord to grow 
abundantly in holiness. Of two persons, both of whom are sanctified per- 
sons, one may grow in holiness more rapidly and surely than another. 
This is an important fact, and one that is often overlooked. The difference 
of growth in holiness, after the experience of sanctification, seems to me to 
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depend, next to believing nt earnest applications for divine assistance, 
upon growth i in KNOWLEDGE. Little claim has any one to the character of ‘ | 
holy person who is willing to be ignorant. We have not reference in this | 
remark to the mere knowledge of natural things, which oftentimes perplexes 
rather than promotes the inward life, but to religious knowledge; to any 
thing and every thing which throws light upon the character, providences, 
and the will of God; and to whatever illustrates the character, relations, and 
moral and religious duties of man. Holiness, considered in its full extent, 
is a great study, and he only who is willing to be a diligent and faithful 
student will understand it. Hence we are told in the second epistle of Peter, 
that God -hath given us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
“through the KNowLEDGE Of him that hath called us to glory and virtue ;” 
~ and are cece in the same chapter to add “ ‘to our faith virtue, and to virtue 
KNOWLEDGE” A. K, 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SACRED 


A stranger and Sojourner, as all our ur fathers were. 


One ancient traveller I love especially to recall. Dear to my heart are the 
reminiscences of father Abraham’s history. His faith, his obedience, fain | 
would I copy. He hears the voice of God, “Out from thy country, from thy 
kindred, from thy father’s house,” — and he obeys. He is told that “as the 
stars innumerable, so great shall be his seed.” And. again, “His seed 
Shall be in bondage.” No matter what it is, it comes from God, and he 
receives it. Allis alike to him. God’s will is good, whatever it may be. 
Step by step he follows in the leadings of God’s providence. O how many 

call themselves. God’s children, and profess to take his word for their guide, 
and yet rebel at his providences, Not so did Abraham. Isaac, the beloved 
son, the child of promise, he offers at Gud’s command. Isaac is offered up, 
and yet he lives. So when self is crucified, our souls reflourish, bloom with 
better life. 

_ As Abraham travels on, uncertain whither, he erects his altars to the Lord. 
Blessed way marks! When another holy pilgrim shall pass that way, how 
joyfully will he greet them ! 

Good old pilgrim! One of the first born into heaven from this dark and 
sinful world! Joy springs up in my bosom to think that I shall see and know 
thee. O that like thee I might pursue on earth a steady, onward, upward 
course. When I feel myself a pilgrim, (and what Christian feels not him- 
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\ 


self to be such? ) I will remember Abraham. When God’s providence is 
dark, when the clouds of sorrow gather and settle on my path, I will think of 
Abraham, and will submit to all my Father’s will, and travel on with firm | 
and noiseless step, as did the father of the faithful, through the dark and 
gloomy, as well as light and sunny paths of life. | 


Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty. 


Who, who shall see the. King in his beauty? Not veiled in humanity, 
and hiding his power; not in his wrath to punish the guilty, but in his own 
native splendor, in the grandeur, the heauty of love ; and the smiles of this 
love beaming freely for ever upon them—THE PURE IN HEART. They _ 
shall see thee, dwell for ever with thee. | 

Gracious Father, hear my prayer, and fit me for thy presence, by what- 
ever means thou seest best. I would receive and bless thee for thy gentle 
chastisements, tender as a Father’s love can make them. Yea, in time of 
my necessity, when in love thou smitest me, I will lay hold upon thy hand 
with stronger grasp, for then does thy full heart overflow with stronger 
sympathy, even as a mother’s love towards her child, in time of its distress. 

The King in his beauty! Who shall describe it, what heart conceive it? 
Hast thou seen God? Hast thou sat down to estimate his power and glory ? 
Have thy thoughts penetrated to where God is, to the sight of the great 
Eternal One? Hast thou come into his presence as before the throne, and 
paid thy adorations there? What thought hast thou brought back to dwell 
upon? Of thine own self what sayest thou, after a glance of heaven, a view 


of God? Pole Us’ 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


AN EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE. 


1 Jonn ii. 9: Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin, for his seed remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God. 7 sue | 

The first clause of this text has been thought by some to prove 
that there is no such thing as being born of God, of being ina 
state of justification before him, without being free from all sin— 
all inborn sin or depravity of nature; and hence they confound 
sanctification with justification, at least in point of time when 
they are effected. This error appears to arise from not distin- 
guishing between remaining depravity after justification, which 
is removed only by entire sanctification, and the actual commis- 
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An Exposition of Scripture. ART 


sion of sin, which must cease prior to or at the time of justifica- 


tion. The text speaks of the latter, but of the former it affirms — 


‘nothing ; it virtually asserts that men cannot be born again, born of 
God, without ceasing to commit sin, but it does not intimate that 


there may not be remaining depravity of nature lurking within, to_ 


be purged away, or burned up, when the Holy Spirit shall 


“Scatter his light through every part, 
And sanctify the whole.” . 


There is, in Methodist theology, a distinction between sin in 
us and sin committed by us; the former may exist with justifi- 
cation, but the latter cannot. Do we not find this distinction 
when we compare the following texts? 1 Johni. 8: “If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 
Chap. iii. 9: “‘ Whosoever is born of God doth not conimit sin.” 
Is there not here a plain distinction between having sin and 
committing sin? If not, the conclusion is, that those to whom 


St. John wrote were not born of God. “If we say we have no- 
not “If we say we have had no sin, we deceive our-- 


sin,” 


selves;”’ and yet “He that is born of God doth not commit 
-sin;” hence it must follow that.it is possible to have sin without 
committing sin, or else that those to whom the apostle wrote 
were not born of God. The only consistent exposition is, that they 


were born of God, and hence did not “ commit sin,” but that they, 


or many of them, yet had sin in the sense of remaining depravity 
within them in a greater or less degree, some greater and some less, 


which was yet to be removed by a still more thorough work of | 


entire sanctification. Hence it is that after the apostle asserts 
that “if we say that we have have no sin,” &c., he adds, in the 
next verse, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive-our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Here the same distinction appears to be kept in view; the for- 
giveness of our sins refers to what we have done, while the 
cleansing from all unrighteousness appears to refer to remaining 
depravity, the sin which they had, not the sin which they had 


committed ; the latter is forgiven, the former is cleansed. This 


view shows that while the apostle taught the fact of remaining 
depravity after justification, he taught the privilege of being wholl 
cleansed from it. It is also clear that the text at the head of these 


remarks speaks not of inborn corruption, but of overt acts, and 


substituting a specific term for a generic one, the sense is the 
same as though the text read, He that is born of God doth 
not commit murder, doth not steal, or doth not lie. The 
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generic term, “ dqjh not commit sin,” includes, not only these, 


but all other overt crimes. There is nothing therefore in the first _ 
clause of this text which disproves the existence of remaining 


depravity after justification, or which disproves the necessity of a 
subsequent, deeper and more thorough work of entire —. 
fication. 


The latter clause af the text has been thought by some to. 


prove the impossibility of committing sin, after being “born of 
God.” ‘He cannot sin because he is born of God,” is an ex- 
pression which some suppose proves the impossibility of commit- 
ting sin. We object to such an exposition because it contradicts 
plain matter of fact, for the Scriptures teach that some have 
sinned after they were born of God. One plain case will suffice. 


John i. 12, 13: “ But as many as received him, to them gave he > 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believed on. 
his name, which were born of God.” The apostle Peter 


“received him,” and “believed on his name,” and hence Peter 
was born of God. But Peter did commit sin, for he denied his 
Lord with an oath, and even after the gift of the Holy Ghost 


he dissembled, and St. Paul says of him, “I withstood him to > 


the face he was to be blamed.” Gal. u. 11. It is then 


clear that Peter did sin after he was born of God, and hence the 
text cannot prove that it is ‘Impossible | to commit sin after eng 


born of God. 

What then does the text mean? The only pr a answer 
is, the expression, ‘“‘ cannot sin,” is not used to express an tmpos- 
sibility, but an absurdity or inconsistency, as though it were 
said, He cannot sin consistently with his relation and state as one 
hors of God. St. Paul uses the term cannot in the same sense. 
1 Cor. x. 21: “Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the 


cup of devils; ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table and of 


the table of devils. The expression cannot does not imply an 
impossibility, for they had done the very thing, and to reprove 


them for it, the apostle asserted that they could not do it ; mean- 


ing that it was inconsistent and utterly incongruous to partake of 
the Lord’s table and of the table of devils. ' So i in the expression, 
‘He that is born of God cannot sin;” that is, without great in- 
consistency, and without forfeiting the state and rights of one 


born of God. LEE. 
Andover, Nov. 21, 1842, 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Dear Breturen, — Being acquainted from personal experi- 
ence of the power of God to save even to a “free salvation” 
from sin, and to fill with all the “ fulness of God;” and know- 
ing that thousands are holding themselves (comparatively) in 
darkness through unbelief and distrust in God, I therefore dare 
to stand forth as a weak, yet fearless witness for God. Nearly — 
five years ago, through the influence of that faithful servant of 
- God, Moses Chase, I was.led to submit all to God, and trust in — 
him to the saving of my soul. I had from my earliest years felt | 
_ the need of religion, and sought it earnestly many times. Not 

receiving proper instruction, the enemy kept my mind clouded 
with unbelief, by telling me my convictions were not deep 
enough, that I could not expect to be blest until I felt myself to— 
be'one of the greatest sinners on earth; then I could some way 
submit and come out right. | 


While in this situation, thinking I had done all that I could Ee 


do, and yet could not feel bad enough to be saved, I was taught 
to believe in God for salvation, and let my feelings alone. I 
began for the first time to expect to be saved. as I was, by using 
the proper means. I began to pray vocally in public prayer- 


meetings for myself, and request others to pray for me. The | 


third time I took up this cross, my faith gathered strength to grasp 
faintly hold of that arm that brings salvation. A very small 
degree of light broke in upon me, which increased as the break- 


ing of day, whilst I followed on with an unwavering principle to 


_ Know the Lord. Before, nothing seemed so hard as to believe ; 
now I had learned how to believe, and was resolved by the grace 
_ of God that I would believe, because the more I believed the 
better I felt, always have, and always expect to. 

) Soon after this I began to feel that all within was not yet 
right. I needed more of that sin-slaying power which the apos- 
tle prays for in his epistle to the Ephesians, ni. 16-19. I 
troubled with inward foes, and quite impatient under trials. My 
teacher in Israel put into my hands two small volumes — the 
Christian’s Manual, and life of the devoted Hester Ann Rogers. 
These little books I read with much care, and tried to practice 
upon all the instruction I received from these and other sources, 
which pointed me to what I needed. I at once resolved that I 
would not stop seeking until I did obtain the pearl of complete 
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salvation. I requested others to pray for me, told them what | 
wanted and must have. I had learned it was by faith alone that 
the blessing was to be received. I tried again and again to believe, 
and yet astonishing as it is, I did not believe until one day asI was _ 
at work, and much tempted and perplexed, I seemed to have a view 
of the remains of evil in my heart which thus troubled me. I 
thought that I must then be saved if ever. My God, thought I, 
thou art able, thou art willing, thou certainly wilt ; thou dost save 
me now— and left myself with him while the work was being done. 
I at once felt a sweet sinking out of self into God, and felt that 
all was well.” 

The first opportunity I confessed what the Lord had wrought 
for me, and have always found it beneficial to me to do it in 
every proper place. My motto has ever since been, deep conse- 
cration to God ; for the most of the time I have had the witness 
within that “all was well.’”? Have been where’ Moses was, upon 
the mountain top. ‘Glory to God on high, peace on earth, and 

_ good will to men.” ‘The prospect is glorious when one can 
stand and from “ the mountain top” by faith ‘see all the land 

This live fountain within I can liken to nothing better than a 
solid fire, consuming all the dross of sin and love of the world, 
and leaving the man “without spot and blameless.” I see no 
need of “ faith growing weak or love growing cold.” Our faith 
must be weak indeed if we cannot trust so able, so willing a- 
Savior to make us this hour what we should be, entirely free from 
sin, and to fill us with his fulness. ‘ Faithful is he who calleth 
you, who will do it.” Why yes, brethren, he certainly will do it, 
only believe. Thank God, I am saved! God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost have “come to make their 
abode with me,” and Iam to have ‘‘ power” from on high to 
be a witness to the truth of “ full salvation.” hn 

O ye half-hearted Christians! ye doubting Thomases! come 
to the living waters ; come, for all things are now ready. _ Believe 

in Christ as a whole Savior, and “though you may be dead, yet 
shall you live.” Believe, believe; not only try to believe, but 

believe. God will help what lacks, only venture on him. When 
will the Christian world give up their unbelief, and their love for 
this soul-starving world, and with one consent consecrate them- 
selves to God, binding all by faith upon his sacred altar, which 
is their reasonable service, that in them the perfect will of God 


may be done ? Yours truly, 
Minot, Me., Sept, 19, 1842. 


‘ME 4 
| 
H j 
| | 
UE 
| 
ae 
* 
— 
Z 
ee 
TA 
4 
¥ 
+ \ 
4 ah 
4 ¥ 
a 
j | 


Scripture Meditations. — = 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SCRIPTURE MEDITATIONS. 
“ Lovest thou me more than these?” 


_ My soul, weigh well this question, for it is one of infinite 
moment. Thou art ready to say with Peter, ‘‘ Lord, thou know- 
est that I love thee?” But, ‘“lovest thou me more than these? ” 
Has God no rival in thy heart? Does not the world, its gold, 
its pleasures, its fame enslave thee? Does not some secret sin 
find unchecked indulgence in thy heart? It may be compara- 
tively small, and thou mayst plead in its favor on this ground, as 
did Lot for the city to which he desired to flee, “Is it not a 
‘little one? and my soul shall live.”” But remember that, if thou 
keep the whole law and yet offend in one point, thou art guilty 
of an infringement of the whole ; (thus saith the word.) Again: 
hast thou not some dear friend who has usurped a dominion over 
thee which belongs only to thy God? Cold indeed and deso- 
_ late must thy heart be if thou canst not say of thy friend, “Je 
Uaime comme moi ;’’ for true friendship is not so rare a flower 
now as in the days of “ Dionysius the Tyrant.” But be careful 
to set a proper limit to thy affection, lest thou violate the com- 
— mand, “ Thou shalt have no other gods but me.” “ Lovest thou 
me?” Hast thou that love that causes thee sweetly to acquiesce 
in all his dealings with thee? Are murmuring, repining and 
| complaint entirely excluded thy heart? Dost thou rejoice that 
he reigns, and are all his ways pleasing to thee? Does it give 
thee equal delight to suffer as to do his will? Hast thou a sub- 
dued but ardent longing for heaven because God is there? 
"Tis not enough that thou longest for heaven because thy sensi- 
tive soul is disgusted with the world’s coldness and heartless 
selfishness ; not enough that thou desirest it to put a period to 
the cares, the pains, sufferings and sorrows of this present life. 
Abstract from all other considerations, thou must desire heaven 
because God is there. And if thus pure from earthly alloy is 
thy desire for heaven, thy life on earth will be in accordance 
with God’s will. Thou wilt be ready and willing alike to suffer 
and to enjoy. Thou wilt see a kind Father’s hand in all things, 


and wilt be enabled confidently to affirm, ‘“ Thou knowest all 
things, thou knowest that I love thee.” 
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“ O that Ishmael might live before thee.” 


What could be more touching and beautiful than this expres- 
sion of a father’s interest for a beloved son! God had just 
made known to the father of the faithful that his name should 
not descend to posterity through this son, on whom the light of 
parental affection had first dawned, but from the son of Sarai 
shall the blessing of a numerous and chosen. people come. 
“ And thou shalt no more call her name Sarai’ — mistress of 


one family —“ but Sarah shall her name be ” —princess of mul- 
titudes. His faith at once drinks in God’s promise; he falls 
to the earth in an ecstacy of joy and profound adoration. He — 


immediately manifests ‘his faith by changing Sarai’s name. 
But suddenly his joy receives a momentary check by the 
thought that his beloved Ishmael is not included in the covenant 


about to be ratified between God and himself. The father’s — 
heart is at once absorbed in intensity of interest ; all is forgot- 
ten save the desire that Ishmael might be blest; ‘“O that Ish- 


mael might live before thee.’ What a prayer! Warm from 
the full fountain of a father’s heart, and addressed to Omnipo- 
tence as familiarly as a man would address his friend ! 
is the result of such a prayer? God himself answers, ‘I have 
heard thee.” Yes, Ishmael shall be blest. 
is heard, his solicitude removed, and his heart trusteth on his 
promise who cannot and will not deceive him. Thanks be to 
God that such an instance of confiding faith, and ready, cheer- 
ful obedience, is recorded for our example in the inspired book | 

Christian, have you a friend for whose welfare you feel in- 


| teersted, like Abraham prostrate yourself before God, and cry 


in the heart’s deep, fervent, sincere language, “O that he might 
live before thee!” And though, like Abraham, you may not 
hear the voice of God saying, ‘I have heard thee,” yet God 
will hear, will answer you. Thy friend shall be blest! Prayer, 
united with faith, moves the heart of Deity. Hallelujah! 
EDWARDIAN. 


—O that the Comforter would come! 
Nor visit as a transient guest ; 
‘But fix in me his constant bome, 
And keep possession of my breast: 
And make my soul his loved abode, 
The temple of indwelling God! 


What 


The father’s prayer» 
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Holiness. ASS 


HOLINESS. 
(Continued from the last Guide.) 


WHAT WILL BE THE ADVANTAGES OF LIVING IN THE ENJOYMENT 
QF THE WITNESS OF HOLINESS TO OURSELVES AND OTHERS! 


Asa great portion of the holy Bible is historical, and by this 
felicitous circumstance in the economy of grace, matters of expe- 
rience are brought to assume a fangibility in the mind that could | 
not otherwise be attained, so it is that no objection can with 
plausibility be urged against the propriety of directing the obser- 
vation to the example of those who, with no unusual advantages | 
of intellect or capability, have witnessed a good confession. — 
who have lived among us, of like passions. with ourselves, 
exposed, from outward circumstances, to the same temptations, 
have finished their course with joy, and have now gone to receive 
the reward of the righteous, beyond being influenced by the 
praise or censure of men. 
Let us trace out the example of one most familiarly known, 
one who, perhaps, from outward circumstances of early perse- 
cution, privation, debility of body, domestic cares, &c., and at 
last gathered home as a ripe shock, even in the midst of life and 
usefulness. Shall we, that the most feeble, and those placed in 
the most disadvantageous circumstances, may not be discouraged, 
gather such a one from the galaxy of burning and shining lights 
by which she is surrounded? Yes! the blessed Wesleys, whom 
“God thrust out to raise a holy people; the heavenly-minded 
Fletcher, who breathed in the atmosphere of holy love, and 
whose respirations have passed down with a sweet, hallowed” 
perfume, through each succeeding generation, and is even now, 
at this remote period, mingling with our associations, inclining, 
by its persuasive influence, to a holy life, even at this present. 
moment. And then the beloved of his bosom, the early-devoted 
Miss Bosanquet, the endearing wife—the mother in Israel, Mrs. 
Fletcher. And then the lowly disciple that sank down to the 
unutterable depths of humble, holy love; the “elect lady,” where 
in the order of God concentrated, titled honors, wealth, loveliness 
of person, dignity of carriage, all brought to bear on one point, 
‘holiness to the Lord,’”’ — Lady Maxwell. And still, as by a heav 
enly attraction, the eye passes on to yet another, and another, 
in this glorious constellation. Behold the zealous Nelson! the 
devoted Bramwell, who, like his Master, spent whole nights in 
| 13 
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prayer, carrying about with him the flame of holiness wherever 
he went! the flaming herald, mighty in prayer, “instant in 
season and out of season,” John Smith! And yet another —the 
simple-hearted, unassuming, meteor-like-coursed Ann Cutler! 
And still another, whose redeemed, purified spirit, but a short 
time since, returned to the God that gave it— the holy, persever- 
ing Carvosso, strong in faith, mighty in effort, serving his gene- 
ration by every possible endeavor, according to the will of God! 
And last to be mentioned, though not all, (for time would fail 
us to tell of the latter luminaries, Asbury, George, M’Kendree, | 
Fisk, J. B. Taylor, Abbott, &c., who were all witnesses for God 
of this blessed state of grace, and died in the faith,) then let us 
return and fix an inquiring eye on the one before alluded to, that 
one on whom the gaze of thousands has been fixed, Hester Ann 
Rogers; how truly, with respect to privation, toil, and bodily 
_ sufferings, as one with thousands who think, from the unfavorable 
circumstances in which they are placed, they can do but little. 
In order to gain a more thorough knowledge of the principle that 7 
propelled her onward in jer shining path upward, it will be 
necessary to take a glance at the manner of her first setting out 
in her Christian course, when in the midst of gay, fashionable 
society ; though not accustomed to associations in life, neither 
the ministrations of clergy that insisted on the necessity of coming 
out and being separate from the world, yet the Spirit assured 
her, notwithstanding the gayety of professing Christians by whom — 
she was surrounded, that it was her duty to obey these require- 
ments. At once she obeyed the injunction, ‘Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God;” she ran home, ripped up all those. 
things that might, through the medium of the eye, tempt the 
heart to mingle again with those gay associations. ‘The Lord 
received her as a member of the ‘“ household of faith.” Perse- 
cution raged abroad, and the charge of “carrying matters too 
far’? ran from circle to circle. At home, where she might have 
been at ease, she submitted to take the place of a menial, for 
Christ’s sake. Yet, though going on, from strength to strength, 
from the time that she received. the spirit of adoption, as her 
diary proves, still she felt that there were roots of bitterness not 
yet destroyed, and, as may be observed most evidently, by refer- 
ring to her diary, through the Spirit’s urging, she most decidedly 
fixed her aspiring eye as resolutely on the prize of holiness as 
she had before done on that of adoption. After an earnest 
struggle, the direct witness of holiness was given, clear as the 
sun shining in his strength. This gave permanency to that 
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Holiness. 


energy of action which had characterized her former course, and 
a still deeper and more thorough vitality to all the spiritual 
energies of the soul. From this time her confidence was 


“Firm as a mountain pillar strong, 


Impregnable to earth and hell.” 


Those who read the record of her daily walk, as she was 
accomplishing her pilgrimage on earth, tell us that her path was: 
most eminently that of the just, “that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.” Hundreds, as Dr. Coke tells us, were 
presumed to have been brought into the society through her in- 
strumentality, during her life, and numbers were also brought into 
the enjoyment of perfect love through her example, prayers, and 
writings. But though she passed through earth as one of the 
-Lord’s “ peculiar people,” and, through the power of the Spint, 
was, indeed, eminently successful in turning many to righteous- 
ness, yet how greatly, beyond comparison, has the amount of 
good been augmented since she ceased to exist among men. 
~ What.a blessed illustration does her history furnish of the text, 
“They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever 
and ever.” liver since she accomplished her mission on earth, 
the eyes of hundreds have been fixed upon her as a star of the 
first magnitude! Hundreds, doubtless, in each generation that 
have lived since her dismission from earth, have, while tracing 
her example, heard and obeyed the blessed persuasions of the 
Spirit saying to them, “God is no respecter of persons,” go and 
do likewise. 

O! it is indeed easy to imagine the process that the gracious 


Spirit takes to stamp the eternal truth with power on the heart, 


“That the righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance,” 
with such an example before us as we are now beholding; and 
O! it is not a heartless remembrance, but a spirit-stirring power, 
‘Imparting energy to the soul, a lively remembrance, inciting to 
corresponding action. 
Thousands have already been arrested in their course of a cold- 
hearted profession by the burning zeal of those whose names 
have been enumerated as forming, with others, a constellation 
which the eye delights to rest upon, the heart to contemplate, and 
— the spirit to imitate ; and after the heart has, indeed, been made 
better, through these attractive influences, how can it be other-— 
wise than that they should for ever be enshrined “as stars in 
memory.” Yes! for ever and ever! we gaze and adore the 
power that made them shine! God, the eternal author, secures 
ail the glory to himself, in the soul that truly enjoys the witness 
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of holiness. O! how deeply is that lesson engraven, ‘“‘ Without 
me ye can do nothing ;”’ and when he beholds the power of 
grace, either in himself or others, he gives Gop aLL THE 
GLORY. 
And now what an important advantage has been gained to- 
succeeding generations by those whose names we have men- 
~ tioned professing to enjoy the witness of holiness. Not unfre- 
quently we hear it said, “I do not know but that I enjoy the. 
blessing of holiness, but I have never professed it;”’ and in 
allusion to others we hear it said, “I should certainly suppose 
this and that individual to be living in the enjoyment of holiness, 
but I never heard them profess it.” Suppose the same had been 
said of the individuals whose names we have enumerated ; where 
would have been the numbers who have believed through their 
conjoined and individual testimony ? 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Br. Kine,—As illustrations of gospel truth from actual expe- 
rience are of peculiar interest to such as inquire for truth, and as_ 
I am informed by friends, that such illustrations are ever welcome 
to you, I will place at your disposal a plain statement of 


‘“THE PROCESS OF ENTIRE CONSECRATION, 


as exhibited in my own experience, and some of the conse- 
quences of that consecration. eee | 
Twelve years ago, while studying in my room at the Maine 
Wesleyan Seminary, the reasonableness of entire devotion to 
God rolled before my mind with the distinctness and impression 
of a visible reality. I wondered I: had so long slumbered over 
an obligation so strong, and a subject so grand and interesting. 
I had not then a clear understanding of the way of obtaining 
it, and devoted a week to the special consideration of its impor- 
_ tance, mode of attainment, and the question whether I should 
seek it or not. At the end of that time, after many a conflict 
of mind, and the sight of many appalling difficulties, suggested 
by Satan, I resolved I would seek that grace till I obtained it. 
This purpose was deep and firm, and, as I afterwards found, it 
was the crisis of all my efforts for the blessing,—all subsequent 
to that moment being perfectly easy. The first prayer I uttered 
after this purpose was fully fixed in my soul, seemed, as I doubt 
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Personal Experience. 137 
not it was, an inspiration of the Holy Spirit: ‘“ Lord, elevate my 
desires,’—‘* Expand my views of God,” &c., attended with an 
unusual sense of want and strength of desire. All the time I 
could spare from my other duties for two days, was devoted to 
this object ; on the third day, [ observed a decided change in 
my state of heart, marked by the allayment of desire, and perfect 


peace, which seemed like a calm and hallowed radiance from God — 
upon my soul. I now questioned whether this could be the bless-— 
ing I sought ; and supposing its experience always to be attended. 
with some remarkable vision of God, some overwhelming influ. — 
ence or rapturous delight, | could not believe myself... But on— 
relating my state of mind to my class leader, a few evenings 


afterward, who, by the way, was not a stranger to this blessing, 
he told me he thought I had obtained the grace I sought, and 
advised me to seek for the evidence. I retired, after class, to 


pray for the witness, and had no sooner raised my desire to- 
Heaven, than the answer came. It was a clear consciousness | 


that the work was wrought, the grace given, the blessing obtain- 
ed. This led me to increased exertions for the cause of God, 
and many months I walked in this great light space, but after- 
ward unhappily declined from it, from an undue fear of letting 
my light shine, and not understanding then, as | new do, that 
one act of faith would reinstate me in my paradise. I wandered 


on without the witness and comfort of that state, the greater part 


of ten years,—not wholly destitute of its elements, but to such a 
ing. | | 
About a year since my desires for this grace were renewed by 
a short intercourse with one who was a decided and clear exam- 
ple of it. I began to feel an obligation to consecrate myself 
anew, and to do it then. I retired to my chamber, while wait- 
ing for the stage at a public house, to think of the question 
whether I should then do it or not. My conscience said, “ You 
ought to make yourself an entire consecration now.” My heart 
said, ‘‘ No, you cannot do it now: it is too great a change to be 
made now.” But my conscience answered, ‘* You can and ought 
_ to do it now.” The question arose, ‘“ Would you be willing to 
give up the pleasures of civilized life, and pass your days in exile, 
among heathen tribes, for Christ?” After a short conflict of 
mind, I decided, « Yes! I would, if required.” 
-__ Immediately I felt an increase of strength, by which I was ena- 
bled to decide that «I will now, upon this spot, consecrate myself 
anew and for ever to God.” Having made this decision, I next 
proceeded to execute it, which I did as follows: 


degree as to deprive me of the witness and comfort of the bicss-— 
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“OQ God! thou art my Creator and Redeemer ; and as such, 


thou hast a full and absolute right in, and claim to, all I am and 
alll have. It is my sin that I have disregarded this claim. so 
long, of which I now repent. I now relinquish and renounce all 
claim and title to myself and possessions, and all authority to 


regulate and dispose of either as I please ; and hereby offer and 
present to thee, my body, with all its strength ; my mind, with 


all its powers and passions ; my time and property ; my reputa- 


tion; my wife and children; and my life also, as thine own 
property ; to be used, henceforth, only in thy service, governed 
by thy will, and disposed of at thy pleasure. I also embrace thy 
will, as my supreme law, as the standard of my duty and privi- 
lege, and the pledge and bulwark of my happiness, and engage 
to follow and be governed by it for ever. O Lord, accept my 
offering, and help me ever to act consistent with this solemn 
transaction.” 
Immediately upon this I observed, as before, two decided 
changes within,—a perfect allayment of desire, for this particular 
object, and a cali and hallowed rest of soul, without any joyful 


- or rapturous emotion. I felt I had done right. While medita- 


ting on my position and state of soul, a rap at my door called me 
to go on my journey ; and as I rode along, I began to inquire 
whether the Lord had accepted my offering, and soon the reply 
came to my mind with a strong impression of its truth, ‘ that 
God, who commands the ‘gift of my heart,’ cannot consistently 


reject or neglect it. No, for he hath said they that come to me, 


I will in no wise cast out.” I was now satisfied that my act of 
consecration was accepted and ratified of God, and immediately 


joyful emotions arose in my soul, not violent and tumultuous, but 


deep, strong and full, like the broad swell of the ocean, after the 


violence of the storm has subsided. I could then sing, with a 
_ Sweet sense of its truth, | 


« Pye given all for Christ, | 
“He’s my all, he’s my all.” 


_Tnow had a new and joyful interest in that sublime truth, the 
| whole earth is full of his clory. Every new manifestation of 

wisdom, power ‘or goodness [| discovered in the natural or moral 

world, but heightened my idea of God and of the glory of Him 

whom my soul loved, and regarded with inexpressible delight, as 

my Father and my God. | | 

~ This alliance with God I have not since annulled, and have no. 


desire to doit. I am satisfied with my choice, with his character, 
his will and his service. | 
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Personal Experience. 


“ Where’er Iam, where’er I move, 
I meet the object of my love.” | 


‘and how can I be miserable or unhappy ? 


The covenant I have made with him IT frequently repeat, en- eee 


dorsing all its obligations anew, and claiming, by a new act of 
faith, the performance of all its promises to me; and I have thus 
far found it a faithful covenant ordered in all things, and sure. 
— The blessedness of this mode of life is indescribable, and it were 
easy to specify many particulars in which this life has the advan- - 
tage over its opposite. But this might be intruding upon your 
pages. Suffice it to say, that the way to obtain a perfect love 
toward God, as [ learn from my last experience, is, to repose a 
perfect faith, a full and unlimited confidence in him, as we do 
when we resign ourselves wholly to his disposal and control ; then 
perfect love, and constant peace, and hallowed joy and blessed 
hope, spring up and flourish in the soul. C,. G, 
Portland, Nov. 19, 1842. 2 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Dear Kinc,—Having been much interested and 
profited by the reading of the “Guide,” I thought it might be 


my duty to write this communication for the same, and “make ses 


known thereby, to your numerous readers, the gracious déalings 
of God to my soul. As I am pleased with and benefitted by 
reading the personal experience of others, I will write what I have 
to say, (hoping that others may receive a like good, and that by 


the reciprocation. of these favors, we may give and receive good,) 
on 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Although I was brought up un:er the influence of Calvinistic 
sentiments, [ did not embrace them, even in theory, so far as it 
respects the doctrines of unconditional election and reprobation, 
and the impossibility of being saved from sin until death. I have 
always believed, (in theory,) since I was able to read and under-. 
stand the word of God for myself, that salvation was free for all, 
that God in this respect was impartial, and also that Jesus came 
to redeem his people from all iniquity ; that -he could and would 
save all those who believe on him with their hearts unto righte- 
ousness, “from” all “their sins.” In the good Providence, I 
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was permitted to hear the “gospel of Christ,” which “is the 
power of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth,” pro- 
claimed in its purity, as it is believed and taught, (would to God 


that I could say, without exception, experienced, lived and en- 
joyed,) by the Methodists. My inward thought was, this is the 
_ Bible doctrine, as [ read and understand it. I sought and found : 


the Lord, to the joy and rejoicing of my heart, at a camp-meeting 


—in Concord, Vt., the place of my nativity, in the fall of 1826. 


Though the Methodists were, by many, at that time, a despised 
and persecuted people, yet such was my fellowship for them, and | 
my attachment to them, that [ said in my heart, this ‘ people shall 
be my people,” and their ‘“ God my God.” I have ever believed | 
this blessed doctrine of holiness, from that time to the present; 
sometimes, alas! but theoretically, yet at others, glory be to 
God! experimentally and practically. At the camp-meeting 
last August, on Martha’s Vineyard, on the last evening of the 


- meeting, after the parting ceremony, and we had repaired to the 


tents to engage in prayer, I made the following proposition to my 
brethren and sisters in our tent. As many of you as feel a con- 
sciousness that you have laid all upon the altar of the Lord, and 
that you have nothing contrary to love to God and all mankind 
in your hearts, please manifest it by rising up. Sixteen arose. 
I then invited those who did not enjoy this evidence, but be- 
lieved it attainable, and desired our prayers that they miglit 
attain it, to rise. A few rose. We then engaged in prayer for 


them. The Lord heard and answered. Our hearts were filled 


‘with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” I felt as clear an evi- 
dence of my sanctification, as ever I did of my. justification. 
All glory and praise be to God. Hallelujah ! | 
Since that time, I have been striving to “live by faith on the 
Son of God.” Though I have not at all times felt to rejoice as 
I then did, yet I have been enabled to.“ hold fast” my “ confi- 
dence in the Lord,” and can still say, I know in whom I have 
believed. I still believe myself to be a free moral agent, and, as 
such, liable to sin. I know not what I shall do the next mo- 
ment, hour, day, week, month, or year; but have this strong 
confidence in God, that he will be with me, while I be with him. 
‘That His grace 1s, and will ever be sufficient for me, while I obey 
him, and trust in him. I feel that I am either pleasing or dis- 
pleasing him every moment, and that “ without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him.” I know that it is « by grace” I am saved 
“through faith,” and that it is by the power of God, that [ am to 
be kept, through the same medium, unto eternal salvation. 
solicit an interest in the prayers of all who may read this im- 
perfect, though true sketch, of my personal Christian experience, 
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The Grace of Holy Silence. 141 


that I may continue so to believe, love and obey, and thus endure 
to the end; that I may be found (at “the judgment” of “the 
great day’ of God’s wrath toward the finally unbelieving and im- 


_ penitent,) among those who who shall “come out of great tribu- 


lation, and have washed their robes” “ from all guilt,” and made 

them white “in all holiness,” by the blood of the Lamb, “ which 

not@wily cleanses, but adorns us also. Amen. W. 
Westport, Mass., Nov. 8, 1842. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. ° 
THE GRACE OF HOLY SILENCE. 


I think I touch a chord which will vibrate in unison with the 
views and feelings of wholly sanctified hearts, when I say there is 
~ sucha grace as holy silence. I call it grace, because the natural 
heart is a stranger to it; this plant never grew in nature’s garden ; 
it is the reverse of the desires and feelings of the carnal mind; 
and right opposite to what the unsanctified Christian sometimes 
calls a ‘‘ proper resentment.” It deserves the appellation of holy, 
for it is a plant found in holy soil, planted by our heavenly 
Father; therefore it must be very desirable and of great price, as 
the fruits also show. ‘The nature and tendency of this grace may. 
be clearly illustrated in a given case. Vague and heart-trying 
charges are preferred against a minister of Christ, which obvi- 
ously originate in jealousy and self-conceit. They are unjust 
and cruel accusations, involving moral character. How does he 
meet them? The superficial observer urges him to plead his own 
case, and make good his ministerial character and reputation thus 
assailed; and some, having a “hasty spirit,’ even advise to 
leave the church: he remains in humble, solemn silence, before 
his accusers, and the tendency is ultimately good ; yea, the sequel 
proves it best. Another is falsely accused in public, at the close 
of a religious meeting conducted by himself. For a moment self- 
vindication appears requisite for the honor of the church, and as 
a reproof to the fault-finders; but on wise second thought, a 
meek, lamb-like spirit is preferred, and all is borne in silence; _ 
and nothing is lost in this conflict. One cheek being smitten, he 
turns the other—and thus evil is overcome with good, and “ coals 
of fire heaped on the enemy’s head.” 

Thrilling cases of persecution might be alluded to where 
this grace or armor of holy silence has been worn to the honor of 
Christ and the confusion of his enemies. 
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The vast importance of having the principle and exercising 
this self-denying grace on certain occasions, will appear obvious 
from Scripture precept and example. <‘‘He that keepeth his 


- mouth keepeth his life.” Prov. xiil. 3. “If any man offend not 


in word, the same is a perfect man.” 
Here is a Scriptural evidence of a sanctified heart; one who is_ 


“able to govern the whole body.” If he speaks, his words are 


seasoned with grace, uttered with wisdom as to the time, and in 
holy carefulness as to the spirit, and manner, and end of his 


conversation. If he may not have this opportunity, or if this 


prospect is not before him, thus to converse, he remains in silence. 
For the sanctified believer “shall not make haste.’ He seeks 
not honor of men; consequently he is not quickly touched with 


worldly applause or censure, and ever concerned to vindicate his 


own reputation. Mark the example of Bible saints. What was 


their settled purpose and corresponding practice? Hear_the 


psalmist— “I have purposed that my mouth shall not trans- 
gress.” “TI said I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with 
my tongue ; I will keep my mouth with a bridle while the wicked 


are before me. J was dumb with silence ; I held my peace even 


from good,” &c. Where is Daniel’s speech or strong argument 
in answer to the king’s most unrighteous law, and the stratagem 
of the false, wicked princes? How does he vindicate his _politi- 
cal and religious character when thus violently assailed? Read 
it in the sixth chapter and tenth verse of his history. Behold 
him as he goes to his chamber, kneels upon his knees three 
times a day and prays. His counsel is in heaven ; his record 1s 
on high. Look well to the sequel ! 


What is the logic of “the three Hebrew worthies,” as they 


stand before the fiery furnace “‘ heated seven times hotter than it 


was wont to be?” Hear them in reply to the highly incensed 
king, Nebuchadnezzar, “ We are not careful to answer thee in 


~~ this matter.” This is not the logic of the lip, but the logic of the 


life.‘ By well doing put to silence the gainsayer,” &c. 

What saith the Scriptures, in wonderful prophecy of the 
“ Prince of Peace,” the perfect living example and dying sacri- 
fice of the world ? (Isa. lit.) Behold your King before Pilate’s 
bar, and mark the fulfilment of this heart moving and sublime 
prediction : — “ He was oppressed and he was afilicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his 
mouth.” Vile epithets are heaped upon him; vague and clam- 
orous charges are preferred by false witnesses. “Then saith 
Pilate unto him, hearest thou not how many things they witness 
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against thee? And he answered him to NEVER A WoRD; inso- 
much that the governor marvelled greatly.” 
There is something very emphatic in this expression. An 
important lesson was designed and given in this example of holy 
silence. . Another evangelist has it—‘“‘ And Jesus held his peace, 
and answered nothing.” God grant that we may have wisdom 
to learn and grace to practice this lesson as occasion may require. 
“For he that saith he abideth in Christ ought also to walk even — 
as he walked.” | 
He that hath an ear to hear let him hear the gracious words of 
our great Teacher: ‘¢ Learn of me, for Iam meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls.” a's Ts 
Dennysville, Me., Nov., 1842. i 


ONE OF MR. WESLEY'S LETTERS TO A YOUNG DISCIPLE. 


ne Witney, Oct. 16, 1771. 
It is no fault to be grieved at the unkindness of those we love: 
only it may go to an excess; so that we have need to watch in 
this, as in all things, seeing the life of man is a temptation upon 
earth. And it is no fault not to grievé for the censure we must 
often meet with for following our own conscience. Of those | 
little ones you cannot be too tender or too careful; and as you 
are frequently alone, you may teach them many important lessons, 
as they are able to bear them. But it requires immense patience ; 
for you must tell them the same thing ten times over, or you do 
A higher degree of that peace which may well be said to “ pass 
all. understanding” will keep, not only your heart, but all the 
workings of your mind, (as the word properly signifies,) both of 
your reason and imagination, from all irregular sallies. ‘This 
peace will increase as your faith increases: one always keeps 
pace with the other. So that on this account also your continual 
prayer should be, ‘Lord, increase my faith!” A continual 
desire is a continual prayer, that is, in a low sense of the word ; 
for there is a far higher sense,—such an open intercourse with 
God, such a close, uninterrupted communion with him as G. 
Lopez experienced, and not a few of our brethren now alive. 
This you also should aspire after; as you know He, with whom 
we have to do is no respecter of persons, 
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subject, for at least six months, 
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SOMETHING SPECIAL. 


Judging from the lack of remittances for the Guide, we are forced to the 
conclusion that notices on the cover are considered unworthy a reading. So 
we feel obliged to record, in the body of our work, where it may be bound 
up, a standing reproof to many of our subscribers, 

We have about $900 due us for subscriptions previous to the present 
volume! See our terms— pay IN ADVANCE. 

We have nearly $3, 400 due on the present volume, which should, accord- 


ing to our terms, have been paid about the first of J uly last. 


So we are minus in our receipts $4,300. “We must say, without regard to 
friendship, that this is not as it should be ; and we do earnestly and aftection- 
ately invite our readers to consider how great an embarrassment the lack of 


FOUR THOUSAND AND THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS must be to us, in hard times: 
Remember that we must meet our payments, according to terms, whether 


others do or not. Remember that we give more matter than is usual for $1; 


that we have no condition for letting off our subscribers six or twelve months 


by an extra price. All can read for themselves, PAYABLE “IN ADVANCE.” It 
is a worthy motto, “A time for every thing, and every thing at the time.” 
The proper time has gone by, but we will forgive that, this once, provided 


our subscribers will pay us by the first of January next. And why not? 


You may call it a new year’s pr esent, if you please. We will accept it with 
gratitude. 

Our friends in Boston and ees we hope, will call at the office. Those 
in the country can send through the post master, who has a right to forward 
money for periodicals, if he please, free of expense. Or if you do not pay 
through the post master, forward it yourself, or hand it t to your minister, whe 
we doubt not will do it for you. | 

But let us have it somehow: one or two dollars is but a small amount. 
You can raise it. You can get it to us by a little effort. You can probably 
do it as well now as at any time ; : and if you cannot do it quite so readily 


“ now, still it is your duty, because it is due; and certainly a Christian should 
~ exert himself to pay his honest debts. 


We shall wait in hope that the kindness and sound judgment of the great 


majority of our readers will not allow their little responsibilities, in their 
accumulated capacity, to become as a millstone about our neck. 


Friends, do your duty, and let us all be relieved from this unpleasant 
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